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HIGH SCHOOL MARITIME 
ARCHAEOLOGY PROGRAM 

byJoAnne Lanouette 

5 
tart ing in ] 99] , Xavier High Schoo] in 

Chuuk, one of the states in the Federated 

States of Micronesia between Hawaii and the 

Philippines, began offering scuba diving and other 

marine-related programs. In ] 992, a marine science 

and oceanography course "vas added fiJlIowed in 1994 

with a maritime history and archaeology program 

organized and taught by Clark Graham, president of 

the Society for Historic Investigation and Preservation 

(SHIP) and an environmentalist. This led to the first 

maritime archaeology f-leld survey in ]995 of a sub­

merged Japanese aircraft from World War II. 

Operation Hailstorm, a two day attack by the U.S. 

Navy on the Japanese Imperial Fleet, successfully 

damaged most of the Japanese air tlghters and sunk 

numerous Japanese cargo ships along with aircraft. In 

the last few years, high school maritime archaeology 

groups have worked on a Nakajima C6N Saiun, a 

night f-lghter/reconnaissance aircraft, a Mitsubishi 

A6Ivl model 52, a Nakajima B6N Tcnzan, and histor­

ical war sites including airfields. 

The survey of the Nakajima B6N Tenzan 
included conducting a marine survey of the sub­

merged site and nearby reef the latter made possible 

through the efforts of Kenneth Yong, marine biology 

instrucror. 

This year students are studying two traditional 

subjects. One group is surveying stone fish traps 

(rnaai), while th e second is conducting an intensive 

above-ground survey of an ancient petroglph site. In 

addition, under the direction of Kenneth Yorig, stu­

dents are carrying out a marine survey and water qual­

ity studies of the archaeological sites. 

SHIP and Xavier High School believe that thes e 

projecrs are not only educational but also make a sig­

nificant contribution to Micronesia's historic record. 
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Just as important is the firm convicnon that 

Micronesians can and should study and do cu ment 

their historic and marine sites . Students at Xavier have 

concluded that "Our work can serve as an example to 

the people of Micronesia that they can do what peo­

ple from other countries do." Furthermore, since 

these sites ate located in their oceans and on their 

islands, the students and teachers believe it is better if 

Micronesians are involved in the study of th eir own 

homeland. 

Thanks to the Internet, these innovative teachers 

and students from Micronesia found the Anthroivotcs 

editors at the Smithsonian. \'Ve encourage our read ers 

to contact this combined archaeology and marine sci­

ence program at Xavier High Sch ool or the Society for 

Historic Investigation and Preservation at: SHIP, PO. 

Box] 072, Chuuk, FM 96942; e-mail: ..------.cgraham@mail.fm. 
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