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Some names are more difficult, because you must 
add an imaginary or silent letter: 

Jon = "jo" + "ne" 

Some names include sounds that are not found in 
Maya languages, like"r." You can use the syllabary to 
find a substitute or you may leave that letter out of 
your translation, as shown in my name: 

Beverly= "be" + "ve" + "li" 

2. Have each student break his or name into 
syllables. 

3. Have the students match the syllables from their 
names to the syllabary. 

4. The syllables are then combined into blocks to 
form word glyphs. Examples of word arrangements . 
are: 

e 
be 
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Have the students use glyphs from the syllabary to 
replace the English syllables in their own name in 
blocks on a sheet of paper. 

Exercise 2: 
Materials needed: 

• A picture or transparency of a Maya pot or 
mural showing a painted scene and glyphs. (A 
good source of pictures of painted Maya pottery 
is the Foundation for Mesoamerican Studies 
Maya vase database website-http://www.famsi. 
org/mayavase.) 

• A piece of paper, a small flower pot, or a piece 
of clay for each student and a marker or paint 
and paintbrush. 

• Colored index cards or pieces of colored paper. 

1. Brainstorm examples of symbols that are 
meaningful to us today. You might start the 
discussion by providing examples of symbols on 
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products. As a comparison, students could be asked 
to consider how symbols have changed through time. 
Have the students look at a dollar bill, identify the 
symbols, and then explain the meaning of the 
symbols. There are probably several symbols that 
cannot be interpreted, like the "pyramid with the 
eye." 

2. Give each student (or group of students) a piece of 
paper, or one of the flowerpots . Ask them to create a 
symbol of their culture or something important in 
their lives. Have them draw the symbol on the piece 
of paper or on the flowerpot. 

3. Ask groups of students to look at a picture from a 
Maya pot or painting. Have the students identify 
glyphs and iconographs in the picture. 

4. Have the student groups look at the information 
that is contained in the Maya picture about the Maya 
life and environment. Ask them to answer the 

.following questions about the picture: 

a.	 What kinds of clothes are the Maya wearing? 
What does their style of dress tell you about their 
environment? 

b.	 Does the picture tell you anything about the 
natural environment? Do you see any of the 
plants or animals that might have been important 
to the Maya? 
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